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Australian Government
Office for Youth

Foreword

As the Minister representing young Australians | am delighted to launch
the first edition of Investing in Australia’s Young People: a stocktake of
Australian Government initiatives for young people.

This report details the Australian Government’s substantial investment
in young people and provides a central point of reference for Australian
Government activities that directly affect young people aged between
12 and 25.

The experiences of young people are wide and varied. It is a time of
increasing responsibility; a time of changes and of challenges. It is a time

of key transitions, from schooling to employment or from schooling into
higher education and training. It is a time when young people become increasingly independent from their
families, and peers take on increasing importance.

The Government has an important role to play, alongside families and communities, in supporting young
people to negotiate these changes. This report details the Government’s broad investment across a range
of areas to support the 3.5 million Australian young people; support in their families, in education,
employment and through cultural and sporting programs.

Not surprisingly, the majority of Australian Government investment in young people is centred on
education and employment. The Government invests across a range of large and small scale programs
and services to support young Australians to maximise their educational opportunities and participate
productively in the workforce.

Investing in Australia’s Young People will be a useful resource for governments, the broader community
and of course young people themselves. | look forward to continuing to work with all these sectors to
ensure that the Australian Government supports young people to ensure they can make the most of
available opportunities, both now and into the future.

/i3

Kate Ellis
Minister for Early Childhood Education, Childcare and Youth




Disclaimer

This report is intended to provide general information only about Australian Government investment in
Young People. The contents of the report are not intended as information or advice to individuals for
solving or addressing any problems or difficulties. If you require assistance for any problem or difficulty
you should consult a relevant professional. If you have questions about this report you should contact the
Department, Agency or Organisation responsible for the program to which the information relates and/or
obtain any appropriate professional advice relevant to your particular circumstances. The Commonwealth
does not guarantee the accuracy, currency, completeness or appropriateness of the information in this
report. Any views expressed in the report are not necessarily those of DEEWR. To the extent permitted by
law the Commonwealth disclaims liability to any person or entity for any injury, loss or damage arising

or allegedly arising from what is included or not included in this Report.



Introduction

Young people are an important part of Australian society.

They make up 20 per cent of Australia’s population

and play a valuable role in our social, cultural and economic life.

The Australian Government views young people as a distinct and

important population group.

The Australian Government’s vision is for all young people to grow up safe, healthy,
happy and resilient and to have the opportunities and skills they need to learn, work,
engage in community life and influence decisions that affect them.

The Government works to achieve this vision across a wide range of domains that support

the positive development of young people. This report brings these efforts together.

This report is a listing of Australian Government activities
(programs, services, payments and policies) for young people.
These activities include those specifically for young people, and also those which support

the general population, but which have a significant impact on young people.

This report aims to provide a central resource for a broad audience including young
people, those who work with them, the wider community and policy makers to identify

and access the wide range of activities available for young people.




Methodology

Investing in Australia’s Young People: a stocktake of Australian Government initiatives for young people was
developed by the Australian Government Office for Youth in consultation with all Australian Government
portfolio bodies.

The Australian Government is made up of 17 portfolio bodies and their associated agencies. For example
the Education, Employment and Workplace Relations portfolio includes the Department of Education,
Employment and Workplace Relations, and associated agencies such as the Fair Work Ombudsman.

The listings included in this report were provided to the Office for Youth by the responsible Australian
Government portfolio bodies. Portfolios were asked to identify and provide details on relevant activities
across all their agencies.

Agencies were also encouraged to identify which of six themes their activities fitted within:

Expressing yourself, having fun and being active outlines the Government’s promotion and
development of sports, arts and culture. It includes information on arts and culture grants for individuals
and organisations as well as broader community based activities.

Family, community and communication details the Australian Government’s work across a range of
areas including youth development, family support, social inclusion and communication to support the
continued strengthening of families and communities. Information in this section includes the support
available for families and young people, resources to support young people to participate safely online and
community activities for young people.

Health, wellbeing and development provides information on the Australian Government’s role in
supporting the health, wellbeing and development of young people. Health and wellbeing includes
physical, and mental health. This section details the wide range of programs run by the Australian
Government, including public health campaigns, general and mental health services and research
programs to support young people.

Pathways, work and money includes Australian Government activities that support young people to
engage with education and training, to transition and participate productively in the workforce. It also
includes information about income support including allowances and other payments. This section also
lists resources available to help young people understand and effectively manage their money, including
tax, superannuation and consumer protection.

Learning and skills development provides information on Australian Government investment in schools,
Vocational Education and Training and universities. As well as direct support for these sectors, it also
outlines Australian Government programs and policies that support learning in schools, technical colleges
and universities.

A productive and sustainable Australia details the Australian Government’s commitment to a prosperous
and sustainable economic and environmental Australia now and into the future. This section provides
information on youth focussed Australian Government activities which support this, including those that
encourage environmental sustainability, the development of strong international links, business and trade.

Agencies were also asked to identify whether the activities were considered youth specific or non youth
specific:

Youth-Specific activities are Australian Government activities directed specifically at young people aged
between 12 and 25 years. Where activities are targeted at young people slightly outside this age bracket
(e.g. 12 and 28) they are also considered youth specific.



Non Youth-Specific activities are Australian Government activities that are targeted at the general
population, but have a significant impact on this age group, either through a high participation rate or
through a direct impact on education, health, family and living situations.

How to use Investing in Australia’s Young People
This report has 3 parts:

Part 1 — provides an introduction to the report and describes the methodology used in putting it together;

Part 2 — outlines the Australian Government’s role regarding young people, including a description of each
portfolio body’s role in youth affairs; and

Part 3 —is a listing of Australian Government youth activities and is divided into the 6 themes:
Expressing yourself, having fun and being active

Family, community and communication

Health, wellbeing and development

Pathways, work and money

Learning and skills development

A productive and sustainable Australia

Each activity listing includes:

* adescription of the activity

* the responsible Australian Government agency

e the type of activity

» information about accessibility and eligibility

« awebsite address for further information (where available)

This report is intended to be utilised as a first point of reference about Australian Government activities
for young people. It is an overview and, while comprehensive, is a point in time publication, resulting in
some constraints around the information included. Readers should check that information is up to date by
contacting the relevant Australian Government agency for further information. Contact details are provided
at the back of the report.

This report is not intended to be read from front to back, but rather to be used as a reference resource on
particular issues. Readers can locate relevant activities through the index at the back of the report.







The Australian Government’s role
in the lives of young people

The Australian Government’s role in youth affairs is wide and varied.
Government responsibilities relating to young people include major areas
like education, employment and income support, but also less obvious areas
like communication and transport. The Government in some cases acts

as the direct provider of services such as payments through Centrelink.

In other cases it acts as a funding body for other levels of

government and community organisations.

The Government also has policy responsibilities for areas that

impact upon the lives of young people in areas as diverse as transport,

family support, communication (including online safety) and the arts.

Responsibility for policies and programs for young Australians

are spread across all levels of government. The community sector also plays a very
important role in service delivery for young people.

Across these multiple layers of responsibility, the Australian Government

has a leadership role, in areas including education,

crime prevention and child protection. This leadership role involves setting policy
directions, ensuring consistency and coordination across national policy areas.

It also involves the funding of state and local governments

to deliver vital services, including health and education.
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Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

The Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry is responsible for the
development and implementation of policies and programs that ensure Australia’s agricultural, fisheries,
food and forestry industries remain competitive, profitable and sustainable.

The portfolio consists of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry plus a number of agencies,
including the Biosecurity Services Group (BSG), the Bureau of Rural Sciences (BRS) and the Australian
Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics.

There are also a number of Commonwealth Authorities and Companies Act (CAC) bodies within the
portfolio, including the Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation, the rural industry based Rural
Research and Development Corporation, the Australian Fisheries Management Authority and Wheat
Exports Australia.

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry has a particular interest in the issues relating to
young people aged between 15 and 30 years who are entering or involved in primary industries and living
and working in rural, regional and remote Australia. Agencies in the portfolio work across government to
reflect whole-of-government policy relating to young people.

The Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation works with industry to invest in research
and development for a more profitable, sustainable and dynamic rural sector. The Rural Industries
Research and Development Corporation’s mandate from government is to achieve results from research
and development investments in three areas:

e New rural industries
«  Specific established rural industries

e National rural issues.

Attorney-General’s Department

The Australian Government Attorney-General’s portfolio serves the people of Australia by providing
essential expert support to the Government in the maintenance and improvement of Australia’s system of
law and justice and its national security and emergency management systems.

The portfolio comprises the Attorney-General’s Department and 22 statutory and non-statutory bodies.
Non statutory bodies include the Australia Human Rights Commission which is an independent statutory
organisation and reports to the Federal Parliament through the Attorney-General, the Australian Law
Reform Commission which conducts inquiries into areas of law reform at the request of the Attorney-
General and the Australian Federal Police which enforces the laws of the Commonwealth to protect the
interests of the Commonwealth both domestically and internationally.

The portfolio responsibilities of the Attorney-General’s Department are diverse and include providing
advice and services to the Commonwealth in the areas of access to justice, administrative, civil, family
and international law, international adoption, international child abduction, federal courts and tribunals,
domestic and international human rights issues, Indigenous justice, legal assistance, native title, personal
property securities, bankruptcy, law reform, constitutional policy, classification, copyright and legislative
drafting.

Responsibilities also include international crime cooperation, federal criminal law, law enforcement and
prosecutions, national security and emergency management, customs and border control. Additionally,
the administration of Australia’s non self-governing territories and management of the Australian
Government’s interests in Australia’s self-governing territories, including the Australian Capital Territory, is
held within this portfolio.



By providing expert advice and services in these areas, the portfolio contributes to the Australian
Government’s long-term reform agenda for a stronger, more secure and fairer Australia and an Australia
capable of meeting new challenges.

The Department funds a range of law and justice services for young people including Supporting Children
after Separation Program, the National Classification Scheme which establishes how young people can
access films, computers games and some publications, and law and justice projects that service Indigenous
youth in remote, regional and metro areas.

Department of Broadband, Communications
and the Digital Economy

The Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy aims to develop a vibrant,
sustainable and internationally competitive broadband, broadcasting and communications sector, that
promotes the digital economy for the benefit of all Australians.

The Department works to achieve this outcome through policy development, advice and program delivery
activities that:

« facilitate the increased availability of fast, affordable and reliable broadband and communications
infrastructure across Australia

« support all Australians to safely and securely realise the full potential of the digital economy

e ensure the availability and reliability to consumers and businesses of reasonably priced basic and
essential communications services

» ensure the smooth transition to digital television by the end of 2013

e support access to high quality and diverse broadcasting services that deliver content consistent with
Australia’s diverse community expectations and needs.

The portfolio includes the Australian Communications and Media Authority, which is responsible for the
regulation of broadcasting, the internet, radio communications and telecommunications.

The internet is an essential tool for all Australians, including children and young people. It is an integral
part of our economic and social activities and a vast resource of information, education and entertainment.
The ability to use online tools effectively provides both a skill for life and the means to acquire new skills.

While online services and associated technologies have been of enormous benefit to Australians, including
children and young people, they have also raised new issues of concern including cyber-safety risks such
as cyber-bullying, grooming, privacy, exposure to illegal and prohibited content and internet addiction.
Parents rightly expect the Australian Government to play its part in helping protect children online.

In May 2008 the Government committed $125.8 million over four years to a comprehensive range of cyber-
safety measures, including law enforcement, filtering and education. Work on cyber safety for young people
is informed by the Consultative Working Group and Youth Advisory Group on Cyber-safety.

1
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Department of Climate Change

The creation of the Department of Climate Change, and its placement in the Prime Minister’s portfolio,
reflects the Australian Government’s conviction that climate change is one of the defining challenges of
the current and future generations. Some of the impacts of climate change are already observable such
as rising sea levels and more extreme weather and there is scientific consensus that further changes

will occur. Temperature increases of 2 to 3 degrees Celsius could have irreversible effects on natural
ecosystems such as coral reefs, alpine areas and low-lying freshwater wetlands. The decisions made by
the Government today to address carbon pollution will have a significant impact on young people and all
future generations.

The Department of Climate Change is leading the delivery of some of the most ambitious and significant
policy reforms with intergenerational impacts, built around three pillars:

* reducing Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions
« adapting to unavoidable climate change and
* helping to shape a global solution.

These reforms include the implementation of the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme, which will drive
transformational change to the Australian economy and encourage the transition to a low carbon future.
Equally significant are the reforms required to adapt to the potential impacts of climate change.

The work the Department is leading on a new climate change science framework and on adaptation
strategies will influence urban planning, land use, agricultural practices, infrastructure investments and
industry development, and help prepare human and natural systems that will sustain future generations.
The success of the Department’s work domestically on mitigation and adaptation will also enhance the
Australian Government’s international influence and capacity to help shape an effective global solution
to climate change.

Department of Defence

The Australian Defence Organisation’s mission is to defend Australia and its national interests. To achieve
this mission, Defence must shape, build and maintain a military capability that is versatile, adaptable and
can meet and sustain the demands of diverse operations and strategic partnerships. The Australian Defence
Organisation includes the Department of Defence, the Defence Materiel Organisation and the Defence
Science and Technology Organisation.

Australian young people are crucial to Defence’s future success and international standing. Various
activities and initiatives have been established to help familiarise young people with the work of Defence
and recruit young adults with the necessary skills to contribute to Defence’s overall capability.

Specific skilling, scholarship and recognition programs have also been established to encourage the
evolution of a strong knowledge base for future needs in Defence and its support industries. A wide range
of graduate and industry placement programs help foster this growth, and combine resources with state
and federal educational institutions, Defence support industries, professional associations, agencies such
as the CSIRO and other departments such as the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace
Relations and the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs.

Defence is acutely aware that it has a responsibility to maintain its reputation as a respected part of
Australian culture and society. Defence aims to foster a positive community attitude and provide unique
developmental experiences for Australia’s young people through such programs as the Australian Defence
Force Cadets, the Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Awards and Young Endeavour Program.



Department of Education, Employment and
Workplace Relations

The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations is the lead government agency
providing national leadership in the areas of education and workplace training, transition to work and
conditions and values in the workplace.

The broad objectives of the Department include:

« educating and building socially inclusive communities where all Australians have the opportunity
to reach their full potential and to actively participate in a rewarding economic and social life

e building and promoting individual development through equitable and accessible education from
early childhood services to skills training and higher education

* increasing workforce participation and promoting fair and productive work practices

» developing national economic potential and capability that builds future economic prosperity and
international competitiveness through skills development and employment growth

« actively engaging with clients and stakeholders to ensure services, advice and resources respond to
the needs of these groups

» looking for efficiencies and innovative, targeted and effective solutions in developing national
economic potential.

Along with providing strategic direction in the areas of employment, education and the workplace, the
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations has a strong role in supporting young
Australians. The Department includes the Office for Youth, established in 2008. The Office was founded
on the understanding that this Government:

e recognises the importance young people have to Australian life
« understands the diversity of young people’s life circumstances
» acknowledges the challenges and opportunities that are unique to this generation.

Young people are viewed as central to Australia’s social success, workplace productivity and national
prosperity. As such, the Department provides a range of services which support young people to grow up
safe, healthy, happy and resilient and ensure they have the opportunities, skills and capabilities to learn,
work and engage in community life and influence decisions that affect them.

The portfolio of the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations includes the following
agencies:

*  The Australian Industrial Relations Commission
e Australian Industry Registry
e The Australian Learning and Teaching Council Limited

«  Comcare, the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation Commission, Seafarer’s Safety, Rehabilitation
and Compensation Authority

e Fair Work Australia
*  The Fair Work Ombudsman

»  Office of the Australian Building and Construction Commissioner

13
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»  Teaching Australia—Australian Institute for Teaching and
School Leadership Limited

e The Workplace Authority.

The Department of the Environment, Water,
Heritage and the Arts

The Australian Government Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts develops and
implements national policy, programs and legislation to protect and conserve Australia’s environment and
heritage and to promote Australian arts and culture.

The portfolio is extensive and includes:

* Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts
*  Bureau of Meteorology

*  Parks Australia

*  Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

* Australia Council

»  Australian Film, Television and Radio School
» National Film and Sound Archive

e National Gallery of Australia

e National Library of Australia

* National Museum of Australia

»  Screen Australia

*  Bundanon Trust

The Department’s responsibilities cover a diverse and exciting range of issues, including environmental
protection and conservation of biodiversity, community and household climate action, cultural affairs,
natural, built and movable cultural heritage, film and the arts, water resources, greenhouse gas abatement,
renewable and energy efficiency, and air and fuel quality.

The Department has developed programs and resources for young people, including Indigenous and young
people in regional and rural Australia, that aim to educate and encourage them to take an active interest in
the future protection of Australia’s resources, environment and heritage. Many of these resources are now
available online, which increases audience reach and allows cultural institutions nationwide to work more
effectively together.

The Australia Council is the Australian Government’s principal arts funding body. The council aims to
enrich the lives of Australians and their communities by supporting the creation and enjoyment of the arts.



Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs

The Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs is the Australian
Government’s principal source of advice on social policy. The Department works in partnership with other
government and non-government organisations in the management of a diverse range of programs and
services designed to support and improve the lives of Australians of all ages.

The Department also has whole-of-government responsibilities in relation to Indigenous affairs
and women.

The portfolio includes:

» the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
» the Equal Opportunity for Women in the Workplace Agency

» the Indigenous Land Corporation.

Families are central in the care and development of children and youth, shaping the attitudes and values
of the next generation. It is important that families and youth have appropriate support to allow them

to participate actively in community and economic life. As such, the Department aims to support them
through a range of programs and services.

At the centre of this family-based approach is the Family Support Program, an initiative designed to
improve outcomes for children and families by improving the Australian Government’s ability to provide
services to them. The program is driven by two key streams. The first focuses on broader family support
and is available to the general population at critical transition points in their lives. The second concentrates
on more intensive, targeted services, supporting the most vulnerable in the community.

The Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs also has a number of
programs aimed specifically at young people. These programs seek to support young people, particularly
those who experience disadvantage or exclusion, through engagement, mentoring, leadership development
and strengthening parenting and family relationships.

The Equal Opportunity for Women in the Workplace Agency’s role is to administer the Equal
Opportunity for Women in the Workplace Act 1999 and through education, assist organisations to achieve
equal opportunity for women. The agency works with employers to improve equal opportunity outcomes
for women in the workplace by delivering practical solutions, building strategic partnerships, and leading
public debate to increase the rate of change.

The Indigenous Land Corporation assists Indigenous Australians to acquire land and manage Indigenous-
held land sustainably, to provide cultural, social, economic or environmental benefits for themselves and
future generations.

15
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Department of Finance and Deregulation

As a central agency of the Australian Government, the Department of Finance and Deregulation (Finance)
plays an important role in assisting government across a wide range of policy areas to ensure its outcomes
are met, particularly with regard to expenditure and financial management, deregulation reform and the
operations of government.

Essential services delivered by Finance include supporting the delivery of the Australian Government
Budget, the ongoing management of the Australian Government’s non-defence domestic property portfolio
and key asset sales. Finance is also responsible for implementation of the Australian Government’s
deregulation agenda and the financial framework for Australian Government Agencies.

Additionally, the Department provides entitlements advice and support to parliamentarians and their
employees, maintains shareholder oversight for Government Business Enterprises, provides general
insurance services to government agencies and promotes improved risk management. Finance also
provides strategic advice, guidance and service provision for the productive application of new and
existing information and communication technologies to government operations.

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade aims to advance the interests of Australia and Australians
internationally. This involves working to strengthen Australia’s security, enhancing Australia’s prosperity and
helping Australian travellers and Australians overseas.

Young Australians play a vital role in the promotion of Australia’s foreign and trade policy goals, notably in
expanding our people-to-people links in support of those goals, in enhancing understanding of Australia
abroad and in increasing Australia’s understanding of the rest of the world.

The Department provides services to young people wishing to travel abroad providing secure and reliable
passports and services, as well as access to up-to-date travel advice. Young Australians abroad may also
have need of consular assistance which is provided by the Department.

The Department also contributes to the security and wellbeing of Australia’s young people through its
efforts to promote our trade interests overseas and by advocating Australia’s security interests, both
bilaterally and multilaterally.

The Department further supports a range of foundations, councils and institutes which strengthen
Foreign Affairs and Trade portfolio objectives in key bilateral relationships. While many of the councils
and foundations supported by the Department are not solely focused on youth-related activities, they can
provide grants for specific projects.

Within the Foreign Affairs and Trade portfolio, agencies which provide services to young Australians include
the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) and the Australian Trade Commission
(Austrade).

The Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID) manages the Australian Government’s
overseas aid program. As part of this program, AusAID places skilled young Australians on short-term
assignments in developing countries where they play a vital role in the fight against poverty by transferring
their unique skills and knowledge to help people build sustainable communities.

Austrade is the Australian Government’s trade and investment development agency. It assists Australian
businesses in contributing to national prosperity by succeeding in trade and investment internationally,
and by promoting and supporting productive foreign investment into Australia. Austrade’s Exporting for the
Future education program helps educators inspire students to engage in innovation and global enterprise
and promotes direct student engagement with global businesses through its annual export

plan competition.



Department of Health and Ageing

The Department of Health and Ageing aims to achieve better health and active ageing for all Australians
through strengthening evidence-based policy advising, improving program management, research,
regulation and partnerships with other government agencies, consumers and stakeholders.

The health attitudes and behaviours of young people are essential to the health of the future of Australia.
In recognition of this, the Australian Government has invested in a number of key areas to enable better
health outcomes for young people while ensuring that their health promoting behaviours are continued
into adulthood.

Youth health initiatives predominantly take early intervention and preventive approaches with a strong
health promotion component and interdisciplinary coordination across government agencies and
institutions at the national, state and territory, and local level. For example, the Australian Government is
currently investing in a number of interventions that focus on substance abuse, including alcohol, tobacco
and methamphetamines, among young people. There has also been significant investment in the mental
health area, with these initiatives attempting to address the current and specific mental health needs of
young Australians.

In addition to examining health outcomes, the Australian Government recognises the importance of
continuing to monitor and report on trends in youth health and wellbeing in a broader context in order to
achieve health gains for Australia’s young people. Accordingly, the Australian Government has invested in
the Australia’s young people—their health and wellbeing report issued by the Australian Institute of Health
and Welfare every four years, which presents a national picture of health status and the determinants

of health for young people.

The Office for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health was established to give a greater focus to
the health needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in mainstream health programs, and to
assume responsibility for the administration of funding to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community
controlled health and substance use services.

The long-term strategy of the Office is to improve the access of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
to comprehensive primary health care and substance use services. The aim is to provide coordinated
clinical care, population health and health promotion activities to facilitate illness prevention, early
intervention and effective disease management. Evidence from Australia and overseas shows that improved
access to comprehensive primary health care can make a real and sustainable difference to health status

in the longer term.

Department of Human Services

The Department of Human Services directs, coordinates and brokers improvements to policy on service
delivery and service delivery reform across Human Services agencies from a whole-of-government
perspective.

It has a particular focus on cross-portfolio objectives including the reduction of health and welfare fraud,
improved access to services for Indigenous Australians and major programs such as the development and
implementation of Job Capacity Assessments.

The portfolio includes the Child Support Agency, CRS Australia, Medicare, and Centrelink.

These agencies deliver government payments and services on behalf of a number of Australian
Government portfolio bodies, including the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace
Relations, the Department of Health and Ageing, the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and the Department
of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs. The services administered are designed
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to support a broad range of Australians including retirees, families, carers, parents, young people, people
with disabilities, Indigenous people, and people from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds.

Payments and services delivered by Human Services portfolio agencies to assist young people include
Youth Allowance, job seeker referrals, Medicare benefits, child support payments, disability services and
rehabilitation services. Agencies such as Centrelink also run locally based initiatives focused on the needs
of young people, which seek to link them to other services in their local community.

CRS Australia is a leading provider of vocational rehabilitation and assessment services to people with a
disability, injury or health condition. CRS Australia works in partnership with employers to find staff and
provides healthy and safe workplaces for employees through quality injury prevention and injury
management services.

Medicare is Australia’s universal health care system introduced in 1984 to provide eligible Australian
residents with affordable, accessible and high-quality health care.

Medicare was established based on the understanding that all Australians should contribute to the cost

of health care according to their ability to pay. It provides access to free treatment as a public (Medicare)
patient in a public hospital, and free or subsidised treatment by medical practitioners including general
practitioners, specialists, participating optometrists or dentists (for specified services only).

Department of Immigration and Citizenship

The purpose of the Department of Immigration and Citizenship’s (DIAC) role is to build Australia’s future
through the well managed entry and settlement of people. DIAC also promotes a society which values
Australian citizenship, appreciates cultural diversity and enables migrants to participate equitably.

The Australian Government takes its humanitarian responsibilities very seriously and Australia’s offshore
Humanitarian Program continues to rank in the top three humanitarian resettlement programs in the
world alongside the United States and Canada. Young people are a considerable component of both the
Migration and Humanitarian Programs; in 2008-09 over 30,000 young people between the ages of 12 and
25 arrived in Australia.

Young people play an important role in forming a united and diverse Australian society and enhancing
social cohesion. DIAC’s settlement programs provide support to new arrivals most in need of assistance,
complementary to the support available under wider government programs. Services include the Australian
Cultural Orientation Program, the Integrated Humanitarian Settlement Strategy, Complex Case Support the
Unaccompanied Humanitarian Minors Program, the Settlement Grants Program, the Adult Migrant English
Program, the Translating and Interpreting Service and a range of information products and resources.

DIAC also supports Multicultural Affairs initiatives such as Harmony Day, the Diverse Australia Program and
the National Action Plan, that are highly inclusive of migrant youth. DIAC works closely with Australian
Government agencies and other tiers of government in the implementation of the Government’s
multicultural policy and programs.



Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional
Development and Local Government

The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government contributes
to the wellbeing of all Australians by assisting the Government to promote, evaluate, plan and invest in

infrastructure, through fostering an efficient, sustainable, competitive, safe and secure transport system,
and by assisting regions and local government to develop and manage their futures.

The Department’s purpose is to promote economic, social and regional development by enhancing
Australia’s infrastructure performance.

The Department plays a key role in:

«  providing funding for transport infrastructure

»  promoting safe and secure transport solutions

» providing a framework for competition between and within transport modes

* promoting a transport system that is accessible, sustainable and environmentally responsible

«  providing policy advice on whole-of-government strategies to maximise the potential of Australia’s
regions

« ensuring information about relevant Government policies and programs is disseminated effectively to
regional Australia

»  promoting efficient and effective local government which fosters a strong sense of community.

Department of Innovation, Industry,
Science and Research

The Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research strives to encourage the sustainable growth
of Australian industries by developing a national innovation system that drives knowledge creation, cutting
edge science and research, international competitiveness and greater productivity. The Department is
committed to developing policies and delivering programs, in partnership with stakeholders, to provide
lasting economic benefits ensuring Australia’s competitive future.

The portfolio of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research includes IP Australia, the Australian Nuclear
Science and Technology Organisation (ANSTO), the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO) and Questacon, Australia’s National Science and Technology Centre.

To fully realise Australia’s potential as a globally competitive, knowledge-based economy, the Government
is making an effort to effectively develop an appreciation of science, research and innovation in its young
people and provide them with the skills that underpin Australia’s capacity to develop new knowledge and
innovate.

A suite of measures has been adopted to engage young people in science, innovation and research and
support the critical early stages of their careers in these areas. Programs and activities delivered by the
Portfolio of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research range from the development of resources for
schools and training for teachers through to work experience and graduate programs, to support for
individuals to achieve higher degree by research qualifications and gain commercialisation skills.
These programs and activities complement work across government to raise educational participation
and attainment levels and build Australia’s science, research and innovation capacity.

19



20

IP Australia administers Australia’s intellectual property (IP) rights system, specifically patents, trade marks,
designs and plan breeder’s rights. IP Australia also has responsibility in shaping intellectual property policy
and increasing levels of awareness and understanding about intellectual property.

The Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation (ANSTO) is Australia’s national nuclear
research and development organisation and runs Australia’s only nuclear reactor. ANSTO is the centre of
Australia’s nuclear expertise and provides benefits to the Australian community in a range of different
areas, including health, the environment, industry and international nuclear issues.

The Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) is Australia’s national
science agency and one of the largest and most diverse research agencies in the world. CSIRO has a range
of facilities that are opened to the public, with each offering a unique insight into science research
activities and history.

Questacon is the National Science and Technology Centre. Questacon develops and travels exhibitions,
shows, outreach programs and online resources all provided in interactive, engaging ways to explore
science and technology. A number of Questacon outreach activities are specifically targeted to secondary
school students, including Questacon Smart Moves and Shell Questacon Science Circus. The Questacon
Smart Moves Invention Convention is an intensive week-long program that brings together innovative and
entrepreneurial young Australian secondary students to Canberra. It is an opportunity for like-minded
young people to network with established entrepreneurs, to develop entrepreneurial skills to further
develop their ideas. The Invention Convention is run over five days and includes seminars on networking,
resources, marketing, exporting, money management, business skills, entrepreneurship and intellectual
property. People with backgrounds in innovation and entrepreneurship participate to help mentor
delegates. Questacon is a division within the Department of Innovation, Industry, Science and Research.

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet is responsible for providing high-quality policy advice
to the Prime Minister and the Cabinet on matters that are at the forefront of public and government
administration, including domestic and international affairs. The Department advises and supports the
government in taking all relevant factors into account to make the best possible decisions.

The Department supports the Prime Minister, the Cabinet Secretary, Parliamentary Secretaries to the Prime
Minister, and the Deputy Prime Minister (in her capacity as Minister for Social Inclusion), and consults
extensively across the Australian Public Service to ensure that the advice provided draws on the most
appropriate sources. The Department also has a strong role in driving policy development and innovation
across the Australian Public Service.

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet works with the Office for Youth and other
Commonwealth agencies to provide informed and coordinated advice on youth policy matters including
identifying, across portfolios, where changes in policy may impact on the interests of young people.

Areas where the Department has provided policy direction on youth matters include health, education and
training, migration, income support, family support, social inclusion, employment and Indigenous issues.
In addition, the Department has a key role in delivering national cooperation and action on issues that
affect young people through the Council of Australian Governments.

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet manages a large portfolio, including the Australian
Public Service Commission, the Institute of Family Studies, the National Archives of Australia, the Office
of the Privacy Commissioner, and the Office of the Commonwealth Ombudsman.

The Australian Public Service Commission works to ensure that the Australian Public Service is the
service the country needs, and works with agencies to identify and promote better practice. The Australian



Public Service Commission promotes good practice in managing people, supports leadership, learning
and development within the Australian Public Service, and fosters ethical behaviour and workplaces that
value diversity.

The Australian Institute of Family Studies is responsible for conducting, facilitating and communicating
research about issues affecting families in Australia. As the Government’s principal source of specialist
research expertise on families, the Institute undertakes high-quality research and analysis about factors
affecting family wellbeing. Its research focuses on four themes: family relationships, children, youth and
patterns of care, families and work and families and community life.

The National Archives of Australia promotes good records management in Australian
Government agencies, preserves Australian Government records that have archival value, and makes those
records accessible now and for future generations.

The Office of the Privacy Commissioner promotes and protects privacy in Australia by providing
information and advice, handling complaints, and undertaking promotional and educational initiatives.

In its efforts to educate individuals about their privacy rights the Office of the Privacy Commissioner has
recognised the importance of communicating with young Australians and has developed specific strategies
to target this group.

As young Australians move through developmental phases they will encounter different situations that may
potentially impact upon their privacy. From online social networking to getting identification scanned at
clubs, young people are at the forefront of activities that have major privacy implications and yet they are
among the groups within society that are least aware of their privacy rights. Projects undertaken by the
Office of the Privacy Commissioner address a range of privacy issues of relevance to young Australians, and
which seek to educate them of their privacy rights and build awareness of the office and its resources.

The Office of the Commonwealth Ombudsman safeguards the community in its dealings with
government agencies, and ensures that administrative action by Australian Government agencies is fair
and accountable.

Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism

The Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism provides advice and policy support to the Australian
Government regarding Australia’s resources, energy and tourism sectors. The Department develops and
delivers policies to increase Australia’s international competitiveness, consistent with the principles of
environmental responsibility and sustainable development.

The portfolio includes the Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism, Tourism Australia and Geoscience
Australia. The work of these agencies contributes towards providing a stable economic environment for all
Australians.

Managing resources and energy use is a critical issue that Australian companies and individuals face in
the years ahead as the world responds to the challenges of climate change, energy security and economic
competitiveness. The Department’s energy programs and initiatives represent an important part of the
Government’s strategy to deal with these challenges.

Tourism is Australia’s largest service industry, employing many young Australians in both metropolitan

and regional areas. The Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism is developing a National Long-Term
Tourism Strategy which will have a strong focus on addressing issues around investment, infrastructure
needs, labour and skills, productivity, quality and access. There is also a focus on improving training and
employment opportunities in the tourism industry for young people in regional areas, including Indigenous
youth. The work of the Department has significant impact on the environmental and economic wellbeing
of Australia, and therefore has clear implications for young people.
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The Treasury

The Treasury’s mission is to improve the wellbeing of the Australian people by providing sound and timely
advice to the government, based on objective and thorough analysis of options, and by assisting Treasury
ministers in the administration of their responsibilities and the implementation of government decisions.

Within Treasury’s portfolio the Australian Bureau of Statistics and the Australian Securities and Investments
Commission have programs and products that directly target youth.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics produces statistics covering a range of topics relevant to youth
including family, community, social participation, health, education and work. Statistics play an important
role in describing the lives of youth and can illuminate problems young people experience and some of the
factors associated with those problems. The Bureau also produces resources targeted at young people that
aim to promote greater understanding, knowledge and access to Bureau statistics.

The Australian Securities and Investments Commission is Australia’s corporate, markets and financial
services regulator and works to ensure that Australia’s financial markets are fair and transparent. The
commission has responsibility for developing financial literacy in Australians of all ages, but its Financial
Literacy Strategy specifically targets Australians aged 12 to 25 to help them learn more about money and
take responsibility for applying financial literacy skills in their daily lives. This deliberate focus on youth will
develop and drive long-term cultural change using formal education pathways and structures.

The role of the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) is to facilitate and encourage
individuals and businesses to comply with Commonwealth competition, fair trading and consumer
protection laws.The ACCC has a responsibility to take appropriate action in response to contraventions of
those laws, to determine certain competition and access issues and to educate the community in relation
to such matters.The ACCC remains committed to developing and pursuing strategies that ensure it provides
consumers of all ages equivalent access to its services. The ACCC monitors market behaviour to identify
business conduct which seeks to exploit any disadvantage or vulnerability arising in transactions with
younger consumers. The ACCC is working to better engage with young Australians



Family, community and communication

Twenty-first century Australia is characterised by rapid and constant change.
This change has resulted in young people experiencing family, community and
communication differently from those in previous generations.

The proliferation of media, the rise of online culture, greater technological
advancement and the changing profile of families have all contributed to this;
the advent of the internet has particularly changed young people’s

sense of community and the ways in which they communicate.

These changes bring both opportunities and threats.

The Australian Government has a role to play in equipping young people

to take advantage of these opportunities and protect themselves against threats.
The Government supports young people by delivering quality services

that are targeted to their needs, and by investing in activities which

strengthen families and communities so that they can support young people too.

The Government works across a range of areas including youth development,
family support, social inclusion, transport, and communication
to help young people take advantage of all the opportunities available

to them and embrace the benefits of a changing Australia.

Family, community and communication
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Youth-specific activities
Activities included in this section are those Australian Government activities directed specifically at young

people aged between 12 and 25 years. Where activities are targeted at young people slightly outside this
age bracket (e.g. 15 to 28) they are also considered youth specific.

Reconnect Program

Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs

Reconnect provides early intervention support for young people 12—18 years who are homeless or

at risk of homelessness. Services include counselling, group work, mediation and practical support

to both the young person and their family. This includes a number of specialist Reconnect providers
such as Indigenous, Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD), Mental Health, Gay, Leshian, Bisexual,
Transgender, Intersex (GLBTI) and Newly Arrived Youth. Reconnect — Newly Arrived Youth Specialist
services (formerly known as the Newly Arrived Youth Support Service — NAYSS Initiative) target newly
arrived young people aged 12-21 years who are homeless or at risk of homelessness, and their families.
Eligible participants must have arrived in Australia in the previous five years. They can be young people
from all visa entry types, however there is a focus on young people entering Australia on humanitarian
visas and family visas.

Participation, eligibility and access
The Reconnect program uses community-based early intervention services and Reconnect providers also

‘buy in” services to target individual needs of clients, such as specialised mental health services.

Find out more at: http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/sa/housing/progserv/
homelessness/Pages/reconnect.aspx

Supporting Children after ~ Program
Separation Program Attorney General’s Department

The Supporting Children after Separation Program assists children from separating families to deal with
issues arising from the breakdown in their parents’ relationship and to be able to participate in decisions
that impact on them. The objective of this new service is to support children to manage and enhance
their relationship with their parents both during and after family separation.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Attorney-General’s Department funds community-based family relationship service providers
to deliver the Supporting Children after Separation Program. The funding is allocated through a
competitive selection process.

Find out more at: www.familyrelationships.gov.au



Family Separation: a guide Resource

for teens Department of Human Services—Child Support Agency

The Child Support Agency has developed the booklet Family separation: a guide for teens, and a
complementary website. The booklet and the youth website were developed in consultation with youth
and community organisations. Both resources contain practical advice on a range of issues identified
by these groups as being important after parental separation, including how to cope with emotions,
dealing with change, adjusting to step-families, being concerned about what the future might hold, and
maintaining studies.

Participation, eligibility and access

The booklet is distributed through community support groups and agencies and Child Support Agency
community outreach activities. It is also available free to order from the Child Support Agency website.

Find out more at: http://www.youth.csa.gov.au/
Adolescent and Family Program
Mediation Therapy Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and

Indigenous Affairs

The Adolescent and Family Mediation Therapy program is an early intervention service established
under the Family Relationship Services Program. The objective of the program is to assist young people
aged 10 to 21 and their families or caregivers who want to improve their relationships and resolve
conflict. Through mediation and/or family therapy, services work directly with adolescents and their
families who are experiencing varying levels of conflict and complex issues that could potentially lead to
family breakdown and/or youth homelessness. Adolescent clients of the program may or may not live at
home with their parent or caregiver.

Participation, eligibility and access
Non-government organisations are contracted to deliver these services. The program assists young

people aged 10 to 21 as well as their families or caregivers.

Find out more at: http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/sa/families/progserv/FRSP/Pages/frsp-
main_types_frsp_services.aspx#2

Partnership with Policy responsibility
Boysprn and Kids Department of Human Services—Child Support Agency
Helpline

The Department of Human Services works in partnership with BoysTown to support young people.
BoysTown helps disadvantaged children and young people up to 25 to connect with the community, and
also operates Kids HelpLine. The Department’s involvement with BoysTown includes joint media activity
focused on the needs of children after family breakdown, providing input into new Child Support
Program products and services, participating in stakeholder meetings and providing proactive customer
referrals from the Child Support Program to Kids Helpline.

Participation, eligibility and access
BoysTown and the Department of Human Services cooperate on many levels, primarily through

stakeholder meetings and input into new products and services, as well as by providing referrals.

Find out more at: http://www.boystown.com.au/index.html

Family, community and communication
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Development of Pre-teen Information resource/products

Resources Department of Human Services—Child Support Agency

The Child Support Agency is responsible for administering Australia’s Child Support Scheme, supporting
separated parents to transfer payments for the benefit of their children. The Child Support Agency

has identified that there are about 50,000 children aged under 18 involved in separation or divorce in
Australia every year. The Child Support Agency is developing two complementary products to support
children aged under 12 who are affected by separation or divorce. These resources include an interactive
CD-ROM targeted aimed at children aged 8 to 12, or with advanced literacy or cognitive abilities; and a
publication in the form of an activity book targeting younger children aged 5 to 7 years or those with
less developed literacy or cognitive abilities.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Child Support Agency will work with the Attorney-General’s Department to supply Family
Relationship Centres with the completed products. The CD-ROM and booklets will be promoted to
parents and stakeholders and products will also be available through the Child Support Agency website.

Find out more at: http://www.youth.csa.gov.au/
My family is separating—  Information resource/products
what now? Department of Human Services—Child Support Agency

The Department of Human Services’ new online tool entitled ‘My family is separating—what now?
provides information and links to a range of support products and services that can help with the
emotional, financial and legal issues families face during separation. The tool contains specific
information and links to assist children in finding useful resources and to help them better understand
their rights and responsibilities. This tool will be publicly available from September 2009.

Participation, eligibility and access

The resource will be promoted through key child support stakeholders and their networks, existing
Child Support Program (CSP) channels such as National and State Stakeholder Engagement Group
meetings, the Child Support Matters newsletter, customer and stakeholder e-bulletins, service providers;
newsletters; websites and the media. CSP will arrange with stakeholders for third party endorsement of
the tool to assist with promotion.

Find out more at: www.familyseparation.humanservices.gov.au



YouthLinx YouthLinx
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

YouthLinx is an early intervention and prevention program that targets young people aged 11 to 16 who
are at risk of disconnecting from family, education and community. YouthLinx services provide practical
support and guidance to young people and their families by helping them deal with issues affecting
their wellbeing and by referring them to other specialist services. The YouthLinx program will cease on
31 December 2009. From 1 January 2010, new youth career and transitions programs will be in place
under the National Partnership on Youth Attainment and Transitions. Please refer to the entry on the
National Partnership on Youth Attainment and Transitions for more information.

Participation, eligibility and access

YouthLinx is a national program, delivered by local councils and community organisations. Details
of YouthLinx services and their geographic coverage is provided at the website below. YouthLinx
participants are commonly referred from schools, family services, community and government
organisations, and their peers.

Find out more at: http://www.deewr.gov.au/Youth/OfficeForYouth/YouthPrograms/
Pages/YouthPrograms.aspx#youthlinx

Social Policy Research Research

Services Agreement Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
funded research Indigenous Affairs

The Social Policy Research Services (SPRS) Agreement funded research program includes an annual
research agenda including some projects related to youth and others using the Youth in Focus data
which is managed by the SPEAR centre.

Youth related projects for this year include:

*  The capacity of families to support young Australians: financial transfers from parents, co-residence,
and youth outcomes. This project analyses how 18 to 20-year-old Australians from different family
backgrounds are economically supported by their parents and by the government, and how this
support (or the lack of it) is correlated with their decisions regarding education and the labour
market.

e The relationship between income support history and the characteristics and outcomes of Australian
youth—part 2. This project provides an assessment of the relationship between a young person’s
characteristics and outcomes and the income support history of his or her family, as well as tracing
the transformation of the survey respondents’ characteristics over the two years that have passed
between the waves of the Youth in Focus survey.

Participation, eligibility and access

Under the Social Policy Research Services program, the Department of Families, Housing, Community
Services and Indigenous Affairs has multi-year contracts with three research centres: the Social Policy
Research Centre at the University of New South Wales, and the Family and Community Health Research
Unit and the Social Policy Evaluation, Analysis and Research Centre at the Australian National University.

Find out more at: http://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/

http://econrsss.anu.edu.au/spear.htm

Family, community and communication
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In-house research based Research

on Youth in Focus Project Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and

Indigenous Affairs

The Australian Government is working with the Australian National University and other partners on
the Youth in Focus Project (YFP). The aim of the project is to get a more accurate picture of how young
people are doing and how they achieve economic and social independence; specifically focusing on the
intergenerational transmission of disadvantage. The project looks at young people from a wide range
of different backgrounds and with different childhood experiences. The study is based on information
provided by young people and their parents in a survey, as well as information from Centrelink’s
administrative records. Additional in-house research based on the results will be undertaken to inform
youth initiatives relevant to FaHCSIA, including outcomes for youth in non-intact families and social
inclusion among youth with a disability.

Participation, eligibility and access

Research based on the Youth in Focus data is undertaken by research centres on behalf of the
Department, Under the Social Policy Research Services Agreement. The Department also undertakes
additional in-house research using this dataset.

Find out more at: http://youthinfocus.anu.edu.au/survey.htm
The Australian Youth Initiative/Scheme
Forum

Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

The Australian Youth Forum is run by the Australian Government as a communication channel between
the Government, young people and the organisations that work with, for, and on behalf of young people
(also known as the youth sector). The forum’s role is to engage young people and the youth sector in
ongoing public debate, and secure their input on important issues and practical solutions that affect
young people’s lives now and in the future.

The Australian Youth Forum engages young people through its website, and also at forums and
community activities. It brings young people, the youth sector and the Australian Government closer
together, and gives them an opportunity to be heard.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Australian Youth Forum website includes discussion boards where young people can post their
thoughts or suggest a topic that they would like to see discussed.

The forum also holds regular events where young people can get their ideas across in person, and details
on these are available at the website below.

Find out more at: http://www.youth.gov.au/ayf/



Effective Communications  Project
with Young People Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

The Office for Youth commissioned the development of the Effective Communications project to support
Government agencies in their communications with young people.

Participation, eligibility and access

For further information on this project please contact that Office for Youth on : 13 33 97

Find out more at: http://www.deewr.gov.au/Youth/OfficeForYouth/Pages/default.
aspx

Student Communication Strategy

Strategy Centrelink

The Student Communication Strategy outlines the key priorities and recommended strategies for
communicating with the student audience. It includes the print and distribution of resources to support
the youth audience as well as participation in outreach activities such as university orientation weeks.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Student Communication Strategy is directly delivered by Centrelink.

Find out more at: www.centrelink.gov.au

Heywire Program
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

Heywire provides a platform for young people from rural and regional Australia to express their

stories, ideas and opinions with the broader Australian community. The best stories selected are
broadcast across ABC Radio, as well as being available online. Heywire story producers are also given an
opportunity to participate in the Heywire Youth Issues Forum in Canberra. The forum provides young
people with an opportunity to gain leadership and communication skills, not simply for radio but also
in their local communities. Participants are also able to gain an insight into the process of government,
including working on the development of a proposal around an issue and presenting this to an expert
panel.

Participation, eligibility and access

Participants must be between 16 and 22 years of age, and either come from or live in rural and regional
Australia. Competition entrants must produce and submit a story suitable for the ABC's national
audience.

Find out more at: http://blogs.abc.net.au/heywire

Family, community and communication
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Privacy Youth Portal Project
Office of the Privacy Commissioner

The Privacy Youth Portal has been designed as an easily accessible reference point for young Australians
to find resources relating to privacy issues which affect them. Resources available in the Privacy Youth
Portal include private i—your ultimate privacy survival guide, the Think before you upload educational
video, and educational articles.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Privacy Youth Portal is provided by Office of the Privacy Commissioner through its website.

Find out more at: http://www.privacy.gov.au/topics/youth

Youth Advisory Group on Initiative/Scheme

Cyber-Safety Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital
Economy

The Australian Government has a role in helping parents to protect their children online. The
Government’s Cyber-Safety Plan 2008 includes the establishment and operation of the Youth Advisory
Group on Cyber Safety. The group consists of some 300 young people aged between 11 and 17 years,
who provide advice to the Government on cyber-safety issues from a young person’s perspective. The
Youth Advisory Group is considering and providing advice on the cyber-safety risks faced by Australian
children, how best to address these and how to communicate cyber-safety messages to other young
Australians.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Commonwealth/State Supportive and Safe Schools Committee and members of the Consultative
Working Group on Cyber-Safety identified a number of schools with a known commitment to cyber-
safety. Senator the Hon Stephen Conroy then invited 15 of these schools to participate in the Youth
Advisory Group. The Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy consults
directly with the Youth Advisory Group through its website and through face-to face-meetings.

Find out more at: http://www.dbcde.gov.au/online_safety_and_security/
cybersafety_plan

Cybersmart Schools Resource

Gateway Australian Communications and Media Authority

In July 2009, the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) launched the Cybersmart
Schools Gateway. This is a web portal on the Cybersmart website which gives all Australian primary and
secondary schools easy access to the full range of cybersafety education resources published by ACMA.
The gateway hosts current resources and links to existing national and international resources, and also
includes strategic tools for cybersafety education planning.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Cybersafety Schools Gateway is managed by the Australian Communications and Media Authority.

Find out more at: www.cybersmart.gov.au



CyberNetrix Program
Australian Communications and Media Authority

Designed for early teens, CyberNetrix is an engaging multimedia resource which includes interactive
activities designed to simulate popular online activities such as instant messaging. CyberNetrix aims
to highlight age-specific risks online and offer advice on how to avoid them. This resource includes a
Teacher Guide with activity guidelines and student handouts.

Participation, eligibility and access

CyberNetrix resources are available for download at the website below.

Find out more at: http://www.cybernetrix.com.au/

Wise up to IT Program
Australian Communications and Media Authority

Wise up to IT is a video-based program aimed at secondary school students. The program covers
cyberbullying, online stalking, internet security and grooming in four videos which depict young
people’s experiences online. The videos encourage students to think about whom they are really
chatting to online, what personal information they are posting, and whether or not their computer is
protected from scams and spyware. Wise up to IT is supported by teacher and student resources and
is available both as a DVD and online. An updated version with new episodes of Wise up to IT will be
available in 2010.

Participation, eligibility and access

Wise up to IT resources are available for download at the website provided below.

Find out more at: http://www.wiseuptoit.com.au/

Cyberbullying video: Let’s  Program
Fight it Together Australian Communications and Media Authority
Let’s Fight it Together is a comprehensive teaching resource that aims to help young people, teachers

and parents understand cyberbullying and its impact on other people.

The resource provides practical advice in a package made up of a short film, supporting teacher
materials and links to online activities. Let’s Fight it Together highlights how technology can be misused

and lead to cyberbullying, as well as providing guidance on how to promote confident technology users.

Participation, eligibility and access

Available from September 2009

Find out more at: http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/

Family, community and communication
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Cybersmart Kids Brochures Resource
Australian Communications and Media Authority

Social networking, mobile phone use and general internet safety tips are covered in this suite of
brochures from the Australian Communications and Media Authority. The brochures provide tips for
children and parents about keeping safe online.

Participation, eligibility and access
Cybersmart Kids brochures are developed by the Australian Communications and Media Authority and

are available for download at the website provided below.

Find out more at: http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/

CyberQuoll Program
Australian Communications and Media Authority

The internet-related antics of the Quoll cousins are the focus of this internet safety resource for upper
primary school students. CyberQuoll provides users with a fun, cartoon-style multimedia experience with
episodes covering the basics of internet use and how to keep safe online. CyberQuoll includes a range

of teacher materials such as a Teacher Guide, student worksheets, certificates and contracts. CyberQuoll
also includes materials that parents can use with their children at home.

Participation, eligibility and access

CyberQuoll resources are available for download at the website below.

Find out more at: http://www.cyberquoll.com.au/
Youth mobile phone Campaign
avant card

Australian Competition and Consumer Commission

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission produced an Avant Card to inform young people
about purchasing and using a mobile phone. The project is currently being evaluated to determine the
benefit of a national campaign.

Participation, eligibility and access

Postcards were distributed using the Avant Card network in venues frequented by young people,
including cafés, bars, universities, high schools, retail outlets, arts venues and regional hot spots. The
campaign was also featured on the Avant Card website, and postcards were distributed during regional
outreach activities in the Northern Territory in July 2009.

Find out more at: http://www.avantcard.com.au/SendCard.
php?input=SelectCard&id=1093

Youth Development and Program

Support Program Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

The Youth Development and Support Program funds a range of community-based projects to encourage
productive participation, inclusion and positive development for young people aged 12 to 25. The
program supports initiatives that inspire and encourage young people to develop skills and connections
within their communities.



Participation, eligibility and access

A total of $500,000 is available to support eligible organisations to deliver projects for implementation
in 2009-10.

Eligible organisations are invited to apply for the level of assistance appropriate to the scale and scope
of their proposed project, up to a maximum of $75,000.

Program guidelines and an application form are available from the website below.

Find out more at: http://www.youth.gov.au/ydsp.html
Young Endeavour Initiative/Scheme
Youth Scheme Departments of Defence and Families, Housing, Community Services

and Indigenous Affairs

The Young Endeavour Youth Scheme is a youth development program delivered in the context of

tall ship sail training and run by the Royal Australia Navy. The scheme offers young Australians the
opportunity to participate in an 11-day sea voyage in Australian waters. The aim of the scheme is to
provide young Australians with a unique, challenging and inspirational experience that increases their
self-awareness, develops their teamwork and leadership skills and creates a strong sense of community
responsibility.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Young Endeavour Youth Scheme is delivered by the Department of Defence in partnership with
the Royal Australian Navy. Some community scholarships are funded by the Department of Families,
Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs. The scheme administers a program of up to 22
voyages annually for young Australians aged 16 to 23 and a series of day sails for disadvantaged and
disabled youth. A majority of youth crew members are selected by a twice-yearly ballot process from all
Australian states and territories.

Find out more at: http://www.youngendeavour.gov.au
National Youth Initiative/Scheme
Mentoring Partnership The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

The National Youth Partnership has been formed between the Dusseldorp Skills Forum, Big Brothers Big
Sisters Australia, The Smith Family, Job Futures and the Department of Education, Employment, and
Workplace Relations, representing the Australian Government. The partnership started in 2005.

An initiative of the National Youth Mentoring Partnership is the Youth Mentoring Network, which aims
to support and develop a functioning network of youth mentoring practitioners to enhance the quality
of mentoring programs being offered in Australia, and to foster the growth of these programs.
Participation, eligibility and access

The National Youth Mentoring Partnership is between the Australian Government and community
organisations, and works to foster the Youth Mentoring Network which is delivered through the
website below.

Find out more at: http://www.youthmentoring.org.au/

Family, community and communication
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Mentor Marketplace Program

Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

Mentor Marketplace supports mentoring opportunities available to young people by establishing new
mentoring activities and assisting the growth of successful existing activities. The program encourages
the use of mentoring to improve outcomes for young people aged 12 to 25, particularly those at greatest
risk of disconnection from their family, community, education, training and the workplace.

The Mentor Marketplace progam will cease on 31 December 2009. From 1 January 2010, new youth
career and transitions programs will be in place under the National Partnership on Youth Attainment
and Transitions. Please refer to the entry on the National Partnership on Youth Attainment and
Transitions for more information.

Participation, eligibility and access

Projects funded under the program provide access to mentoring for a wide range of young people,
including those in foster care, young carers, young people with disabilities, Indigenous young people,
and those from disadvantaged groups and localities.

Find out more at: http://www.deewr.gov.au/Youth/OfficeForYouth/YouthPrograms/
Pages/YouthPrograms.aspx#the_mentor_marketplace_program

National Action Plan— Initiative/Scheme

Mentor Marketplace Department of Immigration and Citizenship

Extension Pilots

Under the National Action Plan for Social Cohesion and Harmony, funding was allocated to the Mentor
Marketplace Program to conduct two extension pilots in Sydney. The pilots included mentoring services
for disadvantaged young Muslims aged 12 to 25 who were at greatest risk of disconnection from their
families. The pilots are specifically targeted at those experiencing family breakdowns, disconnection
from community, education and work, cultural isolation, discrimination, mental health issues, drug

and alcohol abuse, unemployment, and homelessness. The delivery of the pilots includes appointing
appropriate role models to participants who can offer guidance on a range of issues including education,
employment, and social and cultural participation. The pilots ceased in June 2009.

Participation, eligibility and access

Two non-government organisations (NGO) are currently funded to deliver the pilots. Eligible
organisations which can deliver the pilots include incorporated organisations, consortiums (lead agency
must be incorporated) and not-for-profit-organisations.

This is a restricted selection process.

Find out more at: http://www.immi.gov.au/living-in-australia/a-diverse-australia/
national-action-plan/

Ladder Mentoring Model Project

The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

The Ladder Mentoring Model is a joint project of the AFL Players Association and the Australian Football
League. The project aims to provide young people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness the
opportunity to develop supportive and positive relationships with their communities, and to learn new
life skills.



Participation, eligibility and access

The Australian Government provides funding to Ladder to support the organisation’s work with
young people.

Find out more at: http://www.ladder.org.au/
Australian Defence Youth organisation
Force Cadets Department of Defence

The Australian Defence Force Cadets (ADFC) is a collective term used to describe the Australian Navy
Cadets (ANC), Australian Army Cadets (AAC) and Australian Air Force Cadets (AAFC). These voluntary,
uniformed youth development organisations comprise cadets, community and school-based staff and
volunteers. The prime focus is youth development. It also seeks to encourage interested young people to
pursue careers in the ADF, the ADO or Defence Industry and bring about a positive attitude towards the
ADF and active community involvement Australian Defence Force.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Navy, Army and Air Force are directly responsible for their respective Cadet organisations. Within
each organisation, reservists, community and school-based cadet staff and volunteers provide youth
development activities and programs in a military-like setting.

In addition, Defence funding is provided to support identified cadet initiatives such as increasing
cadet numbers.

Find out more at: www.cadetnet.gov.au
www.navy.gov.au/Cadets
www.aac.adfc.gov.au/
www.aafc.org.au/hgaafc/

Australian Defence Force Program
Long Tan Leadership and Department of Defence
Teamwork Awards

The Australian Defence Force Long Tan Leadership and Teamwork Awards recognise students who
demonstrate leadership and teamwork within both the school and the broader local community. At the
same time, they recognise those who display strong values such as doing one’s best, respect for others
and mateship, that are integral to Australian society.

Recipients of a Long Tan Award will receive a certificate and a financial reward—$100 for a Year 10
student, $250 for a Year 11 student and $500 awarded to a Year 12 student.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Australian Defence Force Long Tan Awards are designed to encourage senior students—tomorrow’s
leaders—to actively participate in the life of their schools and local communities. In 2007 some 2100
schools participated in the awards and almost 5400 students received certificates and cheques. In

2008 the number of schools participating rose to over 2350 and almost 6000 students were rewarded.
Winning students are selected by their school principal based on the criteria set out on the selection
criteria sheet available for download from the site below.

Find out more at: www.defence.gov.au/longtanawards
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Outside School Hours Program

C? re fgr Teenagers with Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Disability Program Indigenous Affairs
(formerly called Extra

Support for Children with
a Disability Program)

The Outside School Hours Care for Teenagers with Disability Program assists children and teenagers with
disability and their families by funding services to deliver flexible outside school hours and vacation
care. A particular focus of this program is to increase access for children and teenagers with disability
aged 12 through to 18 years. The program assists:

»  children and teenagers with disability to access quality outside school hours and vacation care
services that are appropriate to their needs

* parents and carers of children and teenagers with disability to participate or increase their
opportunities in the paid workforce.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Outside School Hours Care for Teenagers with Disability Program is delivered at 48 sites located
across Australia by a range of disability and child care service providers.

Find out more at: http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/sa/disability/funding/
outsideschoolcare/Pages/default.aspx

National Youth Affairs Research
Research Scheme Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

The National Youth Affairs Research Scheme is a cooperative funding program between the Australian
and state and territory governments which facilitates national research on subjects affecting young
people. These governments fund reports to provide the government and youth sectors with evidence
on youth issues. Recent research reports include Young Carers: Their characteristics and geographical
distribution and Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Young People and Mentoring: the case of Horn of
African young people in Australia.

Participation, eligibility and access

The National Youth Affairs Research Scheme is managed by the Office for Youth within the Department
of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations. The Office for Youth commissions external agencies
to undertake research projects.

Find out more at: http://www.deewr.gov.au/Youth/OfficeForYouth/YouthPrograms/
Pages/YouthPrograms.aspx#national_youth_affairs_research_
scheme_(nyars)



Social Inclusion of Policy responsibility

Disengaged Youth Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations
The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations has broad policy responsibility
for issues related to social inclusion and disengaged youth. It provides input to policy development in
a number of key sectors including those that deal with labour market trends, the global financial crisis,
education and training, and youth homelessness.

Participation, eligibility and access

Social Inclusion Policy management is delivered directly by the Participation Policy Branch of
Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations.

Find out more at: http://www.socialinclusion.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
United Nations Youth Leadership
Association Youth The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Representative Program

The United Nations Youth Association (UNYA) Youth Representative Program aims to increase youth and
community awareness of the United Nations. The program is delivered through a grant which covers the
accommodation costs for a youth representative to attend the United Nations General Assembly in New
York as a member of the Australian Delegation. The grant covers the delegate’s accommodation costs for
six to eight weeks.

Participation, eligibility and access

Australia is represented at the United Nations by three major diplomatic missions, one of which

is based in New York. The New York Mission supports the Australian delegation during the regular
sessions of the General Assembly and represents Australia at a range of United Nations meetings
that take place when the Assembly is out of session. The management of the United Nations Youth
Association Youth Representative Program is handled by the Mission in New York and the United
Nations Youth Association.

The Mission is responsible for the Australian delegation’s participation in United Nations youth
activities, as well as accommodation and engagement. The United Nations Youth Association handles the
administrative aspects of the program including advertising for and selecting a short list of candidates.

Find out more at: www.unya.org.au
Australian Youth Program
Ambassadors for AUSAID

Development Program

The Australian Youth Ambassadors for Development Program is part of Australia’s international
development assistance program. The program provides 400 skilled young Australians each year with
an opportunity to gain personal and professional experience overseas. Volunteers work with local
counterparts in host organisations to achieve sustainable outcomes through capacity building, skills
transfer and institutional strengthening. AYAD assignments cover a diverse range of sectors including
education, the environment, gender, governance, health, infrastructure, rural development and trades.
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Participation, eligibility and access

The Australian Youth Ambassadors for Development Program is fully funded by AusAID. Youth
ambassadors aged between 18 and 30 are on placed short-term assignments of between 3 and
12 months in developing countries in the Asia-Pacific region.

Find out more at: http://www.ayad.com.au/aspx/home.aspx http://www.ausaid.gov.
au/partner/volunteer.cfm

Diverse Australia Program  Program
Department of Immigration and Citizenship

Young people are a priority group for the Australian Government’s anti-racism campaign, the Diverse
Australia Program. The program is primarily a community based engagement initiative for all
Australians and aims to address issues of cultural, racial and religious intolerance by promoting respect,
fairness, inclusion and a sense of belonging for everyone.

The program provides funding, education and information to help organisations create a spirit of
inclusiveness, and to help ensure all Australians are treated fairly regardless of their cultural background
or circumstance. Grants vary in size from $5,000 to $200,000 under three different elements:

*  Small scale community grants
e Major community grants

*  Emerging issues grants.
Participation, eligibility and access

The Department of Immigration and Citizenship provides grants to community and local government
organisations.

Find out more at: http://www.harmony.gov.au/
Australian citizenship Resource
primary and secondary Department of Immigration and Citizenship

schools resource

The Department of Immigration and Citizenship produces an Australian citizenship teaching resource
for primary and secondary schools each year. The resource links to the National Statements of Learning
for Civics and Citizenship, and contains information for teachers, activities for students and an online
interactive component.

Participation, eligibility and access

The resource is distributed directly to schools and is also available online.

Find out more at: www.citizenship.gov.au



Unaccompanied Program
Humanitarian Minors Department of Immigration and Citizenship

The Unaccompanied Humanitarian Minors Program provides care and welfare supervision to
minors who arrive in Australia through the humanitarian program and who do not have a parent or
relative to care for them. The program is delivered by state and territory government child welfare
agencies through long-standing cost-sharing agreements with the Commonwealth. Unaccompanied
Humanitarian Minors services are provided until the minor turns 18, become an Australian citizen,
are adopted or leave Australia permanently.

Participation, eligibility and access
The services available will depend on the individual needs of each client.

The relevant state and territory government child welfare agency will conduct a needs assessment of the
minor on their arrival in Australia. Unaccompanied Humanitarian Minors are also entitled to services
provided under the Integrated Humanitarian Settlement Strategy.

Find out more at: http://www.immi.gov.au/media/fact-sheets/69ihss.htm
Information for Project
Students—web Australian Human Rights Commission

section update

Information for Students is an online education resource for secondary school students. The website
promotes greater awareness and understanding of human rights, their origin and history, the
development of international human rights conventions and contemporary human rights issues in
Australia. The website targets students by providing information on a range of human rights issues
and is designed to engage with students on a practical level. It includes a ‘plain English’ guide to what
human rights are, including common questions and answers on human rights and an explanation of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Other information includes further details on issues such
as Indigenous social justice, refugees and asylum seekers, children in immigration detention, sexual
harassment and discrimination, and human rights in other countries.

Participation, eligibility and access

Information for Students is directly delivered online by the Australian Human Rights Commission.

Find out more at: http://www.humanrights.gov.au/info_for_students/
Young People’s Human Awards
Rights Medal Australian Human Rights Commission

The Young People’s Human Rights Medal has been introduced as part of the annual Human Rights
Medal and Awards. The Young People’s Human Rights Medal is awarded to recognise an individual
who is under the age of 18 years (as of 3 July 2009) and has made an outstanding contribution to the
advancement of human rights in Australia.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Young People’s Human Rights Medal is awarded by the Australian Human Rights Commission.
Nominations can be entered by visiting the commission’s website.

Find out more at: http://humanrights.gov.au/hr_awards/index.html
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Australian Human Rights  Project

Commission online media Australian Human Rights Commission

The Australian Human Rights Commission makes use of a range of online social networking media
platforms to communicate with young people about human rights. These include Facebook, MySpace
and YouTube.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Australian Human Rights Commission Facebook and MySpace pages include posts which inform
members on upcoming Australian Human Rights Commission events.

Find out more at: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sydney-Australia/Australian-
Human-Rights-Commission/58057437310
http://www.myspace.com/letstalkaboutrights
http://www.youtube.com/user/AustralianHRC

United Nations Event
Permanent Forum on Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Issues Indigenous Affairs

The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues is an advisory body to the organisation’s
Economic and Social Council. Its mandate is to discuss indigenous issues related to economic and social
development, culture, the environment, education, health and human rights. The Department of
Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs provides funding to send two participants
to this forum.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs provides funding to
the Australian Human Rights Commission to facilitate the participation of Indigenous representatives in
important international forums.

Find out more at: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/

Australia Malaysia Institute Project

Mal.aVSia: Sister School The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Project

This is a new project offered by the Australia Malaysia Institute which is funded by the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade. The project is part of a broader strategy to develop institutional and
people-to-people links between Australia and Malaysia. It will be a collaborative project between the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Victorian Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development and the Malaysian Ministry of Education, and will be available to students from
participating schools.

Participation, eligibility and access
The Sister School Project will be delivered by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Victorian

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, and the Malaysian Ministry of Education.

Find out more at: http://www.dfat.gov.au/ami/



Activities included in this section are Australian Government activities that are targeted at the general
population, but have a significant impact on the 12 to 25 age group, either through a high participation
rate or through a direct impact on education, health, family and living situations.

Family Support Program Program

Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs

The Family Support Program (Community and Family Partnerships stream) aims to improve child
development, safety and family functioning through the provision of targeted early intervention,
prevention and support services to vulnerable and disadvantaged children and their families. The
program provides services to children from birth to twelve years, while a number of projects within the
service strategies also target young people as prospective parents, and young parents aged between 12
and 24 years. Other service strategies have place-based, community development approaches which
assist young people. Service strategy programs include Communities for Children, Invest To Grow,
Responding Early Assisting Children, the Indigenous Children Programme, the Indigenous Parenting
Support Program, and Playgroup Programs.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Family Support Program (Community and Family Partnerships stream) is delivered through
a variety of mechanisms including contracted non-Government organisations and open grant and
funding rounds.

Find out more at: http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/internet/facsinternet.nsf/family/
parenting-parenting_early_childhood.htm

www.fahcsia.gov.au/fsp

Family Relationship Program

Services Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs

Family Relationship Services is the Australian Government’s key response to supporting positive family
relationships. The Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs funds
community organisations to deliver early intervention services to individuals, couples and families to
help them build stronger family relationships. The aim of these services is to improve the wellbeing

of all families and family members through prevention and early intervention activities at a national
level. Activities include counselling, family relationship education and skills training, specialised family
violence and adolescent mediation and family therapy programs and services for families in special
circumstances, humanitarian entrants and for men.

Participation, eligibility and access

Non-government organisations are contracted to deliver these services. Family Relationship Services
work collaboratively across the sector to ensure an integrated service delivery system. Partnerships are
formed with a broad range of services delivered through the Commonwealth and state and territory
governments (such as mental health, family violence, child abuse and housing).

Find out more at: http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/sa/families/progserv/FRSP/Pages/
default.aspx
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Child Support Policy Policy Responsibility

Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and
Indigenous Affairs

The Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs has responsibility
for the development, monitoring and ongoing management of child support legislation and policy that
promotes parental responsibility through the payment of child support.

Participation, eligibility and access

Child support service delivery is a responsibility of the Department of Human Services (Child Support
Program) under the provision of the Child Support Agency.

Find out more at: http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/ and http://www.csa.gov.au/
The Household, Income Research
and Labour Dynamics in Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and

Australia (HILDA) Survey Indigenous Affairs

The Household, Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia (HILDA) Survey is a household based
longitudinal survey. It collects data annually on all members of the sample households and interviews
those aged 15 and over.

Participation, eligibility and access

The survey is funded by the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous
Affairs. Responsibility for the design and management of the survey rests with the Melbourne Institute
of Applied Economic and Social Research (University of Melbourne).

Find out more at: http://www.melbourneinstitute.com/HILDA
Early Childhood Policy responsibility
Development Strategy Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations

The national Early Childhood Development Strategy—Investing in the Early Years aims to improve

the health, safety, early learning and wellbeing of Australia’s children, and spells out the Council of
Australian Governments’ (COAG) shared vision—that by 2020 all children can have the best possible start
in life to create a better future for themselves and for the nation.

The Early Childhood Development Strategy identifies seven key outcomes for young children and their
families. These are:

e children are born and remain healthy
»  children’s environments are nurturing, culturally appropriate and safe
»  children have the knowledge and skills for life and learning

»  children benefit from better social inclusion and reduced disadvantage, especially
Indigenous children

»  children are engaged in and benefiting from educational opportunities
« families are confident and have the capabilities to support their children’s development

» quality early childhood development services support the workforce participation
choices of families



Participation, eligibility and access

Commonwealth and state and territory governments work in partnership to deliver the national Early

Childhood Development Strategy.

Find out more at: http://www.deewr.gov.au/EarlyChildhood/Policy_Agenda/Pages/
EarlyChildhoodDevelopmentStrategy.aspx

http://www.coag.gov.au

Indigenous Early Program
Chll‘dhOOd Develop'ment Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations and
National Partnership Office for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health

The Indigenous Early Childhood Development National Partnership Agreement was signed at the
Council of Australian Governments (COAG) meeting on 2 October 2008, as a first step in achieving the
COAG Closing the Gap targets for Indigenous children. The National Partnership comprises $564 million
of joint funding over six years to address the needs of Indigenous children in their early years.

The National Partnership has three elements:

* Element 1 —the establishment of at least 35 integrated Children and Family Centres across
Australia. The Children and Family Centres will improve access to early learning, child care and
parent and family support services, targeting areas with a high proportion of Indigenous children
and high levels of disadvantage.

»  Element 2 — Increased access to and use of antenatal care by young Indigenous mothers;
pre-pregnancy and teenage sexual and reproductive health programs to support young Indigenous
women to make informed decisions about their sexual and reproductive health.

* Element 3 — Increased access to and use of maternal and child health services by
Indigenous families.

The National Partnership is based on evidence that halving the gap in Indigenous child mortality
requires better access to antenatal care, teenage sexual and reproductive health services, child and
maternal health services and integrated early childhood development and family support services.

Participation, eligibility and access

The National Partnership is being implemented by state and territory governments in partnership
with the Australian Government. The Agreement is managed through an inter-jurisdictional Steering
Committee, chaired by the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations (DEEWR).
DEEWR has oversight for Element 1. The Office of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health has
oversight of Elements 2 and 3. A number of activities are contracted to non-government organisations.

Find out more at: http://www.coag.gov.au/intergov_agreements/federal_financial_
relations/index.cfm
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National Classification Consumer guidance and support
Scheme Attorney General’s Department

Films, computer games and some publications are classified under a National Classification Scheme,
which is a cooperative arrangement involving the Commonwealth, states and territories. The scheme
affects young people as some classifications for films, computer games or publications restrict access to
young persons who have not reached a certain age. The Classification Board and Classification Review
Board must make these classification decisions, which could impact on a young person’s right to access
certain material.

Participation, eligibility and access

Classification decisions are made independently of government by the Classification Board and
Classification Review Board, taking into account criteria agreed between Commonwealth, state and
territory ministers. Classification enforcement is the responsibility of the states and territories.

Find out more at: www.classification.gov.au

www.ag.gov.au/classificationpolicy

Cybersmart resources Resource
for public libraries Australian Communications and Media Authority

Recognising the important role that public libraries play in providing internet access and educating
users, the Australian Communications and Media Authority has produced a range of resources for library
staff and families using libraries.

The resources were developed in conjunction with the Australian Library and Information Association
and Australian public libraries. The resources include:

e (Cybersmart Guide for Library Staff
*  Cybersmart Guide for Families
e Acyber rules poster

*  Four online safety information videos
Participation, eligibility and access
Cybersmart resources for public libraries are delivered by the Australian Media and Communications

Authority.

Find out more at: www.cybersmart.gov.au/libraries

Hector’s World Program

Australian Communications and Media Authority

Hector’s World™ is an innovative online safety resource for young children featuring Hector Protector®,
a bottlenose dolphin. Developed in New Zealand by Hector’'s World Ltd, this animated resource features
episodes which can be viewed online. It is accompanied by online puzzles, as well as storybooks and
activities that can be downloaded. For teachers, there are also lesson plans aimed at three age levels
from 5to 11 years. Themes covered include—protecting personal information and cyberbullying.
Participation, eligibility and access

The Hector’s World resource kit is available at www.cybersmart.gov.au

Find out more at: www.cybersmart.gov.au



Cybersmart website Resource
Australian Communications and Media Authority

The Cybersmart website is about keeping safe and smart online. It provides cybersafety education and
awareness for children, young people and parents. Cybersmart features news, resources and information
about current cybersafety issues and provides practical advice on how to deal with them. It also has a
helpline for children and young people to receive direct information and advice on cybersafety issues.

In addition to videos, animations and activities on how to play safe online, the site links to
comprehensive training and cybersafety resources and professional development for teachers and
internet safety awareness sessions for parents, teachers and students through the Schools Gateway.
The site also hosts cybersafety materials for library staff.

Participation, eligibility and access

The Cybersmart website is delivered by the Australian Communications and Media Authority.

Find out more at: www.cybersmart.gov.au
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